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The due Way of compoſing the differences 
on Foot, preſerving the Church ;, 


According to the Opinion of 


HERBERT ThokNnDike. 


Have found my ſelf obliged, by that horrible confuſion 
in Religion, which the Tate War had introduced, to 
declare the utmoſt of mine opinion , concerning the 
whole point of- Religion, upon which the Weſtern 
Church ftands divided. into ſo many parties. And 
now, finding no cauſe to repent me of doing it, can 
find no cauſe why I ſhould not declare the conſequence of .it, in 
ſetling of that which remains of our differences. For, middle 
waies toſo good an end, are now acceptable, meerly as middle 
waies , and tending to drive a bargain, without pretending 
that they ought to bee admitted. How much more an expedi-- 
ent pretending neceſſity, from reaſons extant in publick, and 
not contradicted ? 

The chief ground that TI ſuppoſe here, becauſe I have proved 
it at Jarge, 13 the meaning of that Article of cur Creed, which 
profeſſeth one Catholick Charch, For, either it ſignifies nothing, 
or it ſignifies, that God hath founded one V:ſble Church; that 
is, that he hath obliged all Churches, (and -all Chriſtians, of 
whom all Churches confiſt) to hold vifible commnnion with the 
I/hole Church, in the viſible offices of Gods publick ſervice. 
And therefore I am ſatisfied, that the differences upon which 
weeare divided, cannot bee juſtly ſetled upon any terms, which 
any part of the hole Church ſhall have juſt cauſe to retuſe, as 
inconſiſtent with the unity of the F/hole Church. For, m that 
caſe, wee muſt needs become Schiſmaticks, by ſetling our {elves 
upon ſuch Laws, under which any Church may refuſe to com- 
municate with us, becauſe it is bound to communicate with the 
Whole Church. Trae it 1s, that the foundation of the Church, 
npon theſe terms, will preſuppoſe the intire profeſſion of Chri-- 
ſhanity , whether concerning Faith or Manners. For other- 


wiſe, how ſhould thoſe Offices, in which all the Church is to 
COM. 


*. 
{74 & 


(224 ) I 
municate, bee counted the ſervice of God, according to _—— 
ſtianity ? And this profeſſion is the condition, upon the uher- 
going whereof, all men, by being baptized and made Chriſti- 
ans, arcalſo admitted to communion with the Charch, as ntm- 
bers of it. | ig 
But nothing can make it vifible to the common reaſon of all 
men, what communion they are to reſort unto for their Salyvati- 
on , but the viſible Communion of all parts of the Church ; 
which, having been maintained for divers ages of the Ch jrch, * 
is now viſibly interrupted by the Reformation, and beforg,' by 
the breach between the Greek and Latin Church. And | "wd 
fore, though it bee viſible to reaſon rightly informed, 'what 
communion a man 1s to imbrace for his Salvation ; yet it is'not 
now viſthle to the common reaſon of all men that ſeek it. - If 
this bee true, then, no power of the Church canaxxtend ſofar, 
as to make any thing a part of the common Chriſtianity, which 
was not ſo from the beginning ; but it muſt needs extend fo far, 
as to limit and determine all maters in difference, ſo as thy pre- 
ſervation of Unity may require. And therefore, the Unity of 
all parts ſuppoſing the profeſſion of Chriſtianity whole, and in- 
tire ; we ſhall juſtly bee chargeable with the crime of Hereſie, if 
wee admit them to our communion, who openly diſclaim the 
Faith of the whole Church, or any part of it. For, thoſeare 
jJuſtly counted Hzreticks, as to the Church, by the Canons of 
the Church, that communicate with thoſe who profeſs Hzrelte ; 
though no Hzreticks as to God, not believing it themſelves. 
But the Unity of all parts being ſubordinate, and of infs/jour 
conſideration to the Unity of the Whole ; wee ſhall jufth;.bee 
chargeable with the crime of Schiſme, if wee ſeek Unity within | 
our ſelves, by abrogating the Laws of the Whole, as not oblig- 
ed to hold communion with it. \i| 
I confeſs I am convitted, that, asthings ſtand, wee are not 
to expe any reaſon from the Church of Rome, and thoſe;who 
hold communion with it, in reſtoring the unity @f the Church, 
uron ſuch Laws, as ſhall render the means of Salvation viſible 
toall that uſe them as they- ought. And this, *and only this, I 
hold to bee the due gronnd; upon which wee arc inabled to pro- 
vide an eſtabliſhment of Unity in Religton among our ſelves, 
{as heretofore a Reformation in Religion for our ſelv&#) with- 
/\out 
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out concurrence of the Whole. But if wee ſhould think our 
ſelves at large, to conclude our ſelves without reſpe& to the 
Faith and Laws of the whole Church , wee may eaſily bring 
upon our ſelves a juſt imputation of Hzreticks, for communicat-. 
ing with Hzreticks, but a juiter of Schiſmaticks, if wee abro= 
gate the Laws of the whole Church, to obtain Unity among our 
, ſelves ; as declaring thereby, that we are not content to hold 
Unity with the Whole, unleſs a part may give Law to the 
Whole. So faramlT from that madneſs, which hath had a 
hand in all our miſeries; of thmking the right meaſure of Re- 
formation to ſtand in going as far as it is poflible from the 
Church of Rome, For, were it evidenced, (as it neither is, 
nor ever will bee evidenced,) that the Pope is Antichriſt, and all 
Papiſts, by their profeſſion, Idolaters ; yet muſt wee either raſe 
the Article of one Catholick, Church out of our Creed, or confeſs, 
that the Pope can neither bee Antichriſt, nor the Papiſs Idola- 
ters, 'for, or by any thing which is common to them with the 
Whole Church. I IR 

I know ſome will think it ſtrange, that the Pope ſhould ex-= 
communicate us on Maundy-Thwurſdays ; that wee ſhould ſwear 
in the Oath of Supremacy, that no forreign Prelate hath, or # 
ought to have, any Juriſdiftion, or Authority Eccleſiaſtical in 
this Kingdom 5 and yet wee bee ſubje& to do ſuch Ads, for 
which the Church of Rome may juſtly renounce communion 
with us. But the word ozght in that Oath is Indicative, and not 
Potential ; not deberer, but deber, For it were a contradiftion 
for the Church of England, to pray for. the Catholick, Church, 
and the unity thereof, and yet renounce the Juriſdi&ion of the 
whole Church, and the General. Council thereof, over it ſelf. 
King Fames of excellent” memory, acknowledgeth the Pope to 
bee Patriarch of the Weſt ; that is, Head of the general Council 
of the Weſtern Churches. And the right R. Father in God, 
Thomas L.B, of Wincheſter under Q. Elizabeth, in his anſwer 
to the Seminaries Apology, being demanded why wee own 
him not ſo in effe&, anſwereth bluntly, bur truly, becauſe hee 
is not content with the right of a Patriarch. For, ſhould hee 
diſclaim the pretenſe of diflolving the bond of Allegiance, 
ſhould hee retire to the privilege of a Patriarch, in ſeeing the 
Canons executed, the Schiſme would lie at our door, it wee 
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ſhould refuſe it. Now, if they curſe us, while wee{pray for the 
Unity of the whole Church, is it not the caſe of the Catholicks 
with the Donatiſts > For, theſe rebaptized them whom thoſe 
had baptized, whited overthe infide of their Churches, when 
they became poſleſſed of them, ſcraped over their Altars, (being 
Tables of wood) in deteſtation of them, as Apoſtates and per- 
ſecators ; while the Catholicks called them bretbren, and ac-_ 
knowledged them rightly baptized,and received them that were 
convertedifrom that Schiſm in their refpe&tive Orders. The 
Unity of the Church is of ſuch conſequence to the falvation-of 
all Chriſtians, that no exceſs on one fide can cauſe the other to 
increaſe the'diſtance, but they ſhall bee anſwerable for the ſouls 
that perifh by the means of it. | 

And therefore, not departing from the opinion which I have 
declared, concerning the terms upon which all parties ought to 
reconcile themſelves, until I ſhall have reafon ſhowed me, why 
E ſhould doit ; I ſhallnow go no further, then the maters that 
are actually queſtioned among us ; not extending my difcourfe 
ro points, that may perhaps more juſtly become queſtionable, 
then ſome of thoſe which have come into diſpute. Profeſling in 
the beginning, that I believe they may and ought to bee fetled 
by a Law of the Kingdom, obliging all parties befide Recu- 
ſant*. But, that the mater of that Law ought to bee hmited 
by the conſent and Authority of the Church, reſpe&ive to this | 
kimgedom. And withall, that Ithink it ought to be held, and 
fhall for mine own part hold it an a& meerly ambzlatory, and 
proviſional tor the time, For, though there is no hope of recon- 
cilement with the Church. of Rome, as things are; yet is there 
infinite reaſon tor all ſides, toabate of their particular preteyſi- 
ons, for the recovering of ſo incomparable a benefit as the Unicy 
of the Whole; If ever it ſhall pleaſe God to make the partes 
appear diſpoſed to it, F 

Now, the errors which wee are to ſhut out, 3f wee will recc= 


-1:0 ſock thing as a Church, in the nature of one vifble 
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Communion, founded by God. But it is maintained by ſeveral 
parties among us, upon ſeveral grounds. For, ſome do nor, 
or will not underſtand, that there can bee any Ecclefiaſtical 
power founded by that a&t of God which foundeth Chriftiani- 
ty, where there is Secular Power, founded alſo by thoſe a&s of 
God, whereby hee authorizeth and inforceth all juſt Sovereign= 
ties. Though all times, all parts, all Nations of Chriſtendom 
ſince Conſtantine, profeſs to maintain the Church in that power, 
in which they found it acknowledged by Chriſtians, when hee 
firſt undertook to maintain that Chriſtianity which hee .profeſ- 
ſed; all this muſt bee taken, either for meer hypocritie, or 
meer nonſenſe. Others there are, that do not think themſelves 
obliged to the unity of Gods Church, upon far different Prin- 
ciples. There are of our Enth#ſiaſts, ſuch as are themſelves eve- 
ry one a Charch to themſelves, and by themſelves , as being 
above Ordinances, and the Communion of the Church provid- 
ed only for proficients. But all Independent Congregations 
make the ſame profeſſion, and are maniteſtly grounded upon 
the ſame. For, how can they imagine themſelves members of 
one viſible Charch, who profeſs that they cannot bee obliged to 
| hold communion with any Congregation but their own ? 

And yet, with favour, the ſame conſequence inſuing upon ſo 
different pretenſes, there muſt bee fome ſuppoſition common to 
both, upon which both do ground themſelves. And it is caftly 
viſible what that is. Both opinions muſt ſuppoſe, that a man 
may bee heir to Chriſts Kingdom, and. indowed with Gods 
Spirit, without being, or before hee bee a member of Gods 
Church. And the Independents indeed do maniteltly profeſs, 
that, knowing themſelves and others to bee Gods children, 
and indowed with his Spirit, they are in a capacity to joyn in 
Eccleſiaſtical Communion, with thoſe whom they know to bee 
ſuch. So, they become members of a Church , being Gods 
children before, without conſidering how they ſhall bee mem- 
bers of the Whole Church. The others are faticfied, that, by 
being members of a State which profeſſeth Chriſtianity, they | 
are alſo members of that ove Holy Catholick, and Apoſtolick, 
Church, which by our Creed wee profeſs to believe, A ground 
which koldeth accidentally, ſo long as that State confſtituteth 
a vitible member of the Whole, or the Catholick Church. 
ON. But 
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But not imaginable to ſerve the. turn, when States differ in 
roint of Chriſtianity, and may every day appeal to force, whe. 
ther is the true Church and whether the falſe. 


For, is it not manifeſt, that the profeſſions of the Lutherans, 


the C:lviniſts, the Greeks, the Abyſines, are protected by -So- 
vereizn powers, as well as the profeſſion of the Church of Rome, 
or the Church of England ? Is it not manifeſt, that the Powers 
that profeſs them , maintain them reſpeAively to bee Gods 
truth > Why then do wee diſpute any longer, which is the true 
Religion and which is the falſe, if it bee enough for Chriſtians 
to reſolve all the doubt they can have concerning Religion, -in- 
to the command of their Sovereigns, only profeſling Chriftiani- 
ty? I-it not manifeſt that Sovereigns do uſe to puniſh their Sub- 
zee, that conform not to their Laws .concerning Religion, 
but follow that Religion which is in force under other Sove- 
reignties ? Is it poſſible to imagine, that Subjets can bee ob- 
liged, by one and the ſame will of God, to follow contrary 
Religions under ſeveral Sovereigns ? Qr that Sovereigns can bee 
inabled,by one and the ſame Law of God, to puniſh their Sub- 


jets, tor ſerving God according to contrarie profeſſions ? True 


It ie, Subjedts that ſuffer in a good cauſe ſhall bee gainers there- 
by ; gaining Heaven by their loſſes of this world. But what 
{hall become of the Sovereigns that perſecute them, being in a 
good cauſe ? Or how ſhall not ſome of them bee perſecuted in 
a good cauſe, who are perſecuted in contrary cauſes ? I know 
not whether this peremptory difficulty was the cauſe ; But I'am 
ſare recourſe hach been had to a more deſperate anſwer; "that 
every Subjet is bound to profeſs the Reiigion of his Sovereign ; 
yea, thouyh it injoin him to renounce Chriſt wich his morgh ; 
remaining bound all the while to believe in him with his hegrt-: 
and that by this belief, hee ſhall bee ſaved a-a Chriſtian, Nei- 
ther is this poiition tenable but upon this anſwer ; nor doth his 
aniwer import any leſs, then the utter renouncing of Chri fia- 
nity. 1 know, that in the Records of the antient- Chufth, 
thoſe who only profefſed to believe Chriſtianity, (who were 
called Catechumeni, or Scholars to the Church) are ſometimes 
called by the name of Chriſtz;,ns, But I know withall, that 
they were never counted in the ſtate of Salvation, till they -had 
taken upon them the profciſion of Chriſtianity, by oy” 
| 1mtte 
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mitted to the Sacrament of Baptiſme, TI know alſo, that this 

Baptiſme, though it was not counted void, when it was Mini 

ſtred in due form ; yet it was never counted effefual to Salvati- 

on, but whena man is baptized into the true Faith ; and that, 

in the Unity of Gods Church, For, though the names of He- 

reticks and Schiſmaticks, have been made only Buz-bears to 

fright children with, in this time of our troubles; yet, ſo long 

as Chriitianity continues,thoſe that ſeparate themſelves from the 

Church upon pretenſes concerning the ſubſtance of Faith, ſhall 
bee properly counted Hereticks ; But,if the cauſe concern not the 

ſubſtance of Chriſtianity, - Schiſmaticks, And therefore, Chri- 

ſtianity conliſting not only in believing, or purpoſing with-the 

heart, butalſo in profeſſing with the mouth ; (firſt fincerelie, 

then the true Faith,and laſtly,by being baptizedJhee that profeſ- 

ſeth himſelf free to renounce his Chriftianity,as far as the mouth, 

hath effe&ively renounced it ; becauſe hee hath effeCtively 

drawn back that promiſe, upon cundition whereof hee was bap=' 
tized ; of profeſſiing Chriſtianity to the death. 

And truly, if every Chriſtian State bee the Church of God 
Within the territories thereof, then cannot all Churches concur 
to make up that one Viſible Church of God which our Creed 
profeſſeth. For, there is nothing more evidently true then the 
ſaying of Plato; that all States are naturally enemies one to 
another, eſpecially thoſe that are borderers. And this enmity, 
in our daies, conſiſteth viſibly in thoſe differences of Religion, 
upon which the neighbour Sovereigntics of Chriftendom are 
now at diſtance. It is therefore no way imaginable, how all 
Chriſtian States ſhould concur to;make up that one viſible Church, 
whereinto by being baptized, wee obtain the ſpiritual and eter- 
nal privileges of Chriſtians. But, that it is the profeſſion of 
the whole Rule of Chriſtianity, that makes any people or State 
a part of the Vinble Church ; being governed by fuch rules, in 
the exerciſe of G: ds ſervice, as may -make it the ſame Society 
with that, which was once unqueſtionably Gods Church, or 
part of it. For otherwiſe, how ſhould the Vittble Church con- 
tinue oneand the ſame, from the firſt to the ſecond coming of 
our Lord ? 

And here you have the ſecond point of our differences, .For, 


all our Seas, under the title of Gods free grace, do —_— 
that 
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that the promiſes of the Goſpel, and our right in' 
not upon the truth of mens Chriftianicy. As if God were not free 
enough of his Grace, if hee ſhould reſerve himſelf a duty of being 
ſerved,as by Chriſtians,upon thoſe whom he tenders lite everJaſt= 


ing to,upon ſuch terms, It is no new thing in England, to hear © 


of thoſe who profeſs, that God ſees not, nor can ſee any firr ir his 


elect. So that, in their opinion, there is no mortal fin butrgen- . 


tance; becauſe that muſt ſuppoſe, that man thought hinelf 
out of the ſtate of grare, by the, fin whereof hee repent 


te? 1 
think I am duly informed of-a Malefator dying upon the Gal. 


lows, that protelſed, to the ſtrengthening of his brethern,” that © 7 
hee had overcome all temptation to repentahce ; acknowjedg- = ' 


ing that, ſince his being in priſon, hee had been ſtrongly moyed 


hee was come to himſelf, continued to profeſs, that hee chayghe - 
himſelf in theſtate of Gods Grace all the while. But I will go eto - 
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to repent.” And, that one of Hackets three conſpirators, -when.. 
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further,then the words which I have quoted inanother plavejour f , 


of a Pamphlet written to ſaticfie the Godlie party in Wales, \be-: 
ing offended at the late Uſurpers proceedings; which alleg'th,,. 
that wee are not to bee judged at the laſt day, either By 'our 


Works, or by our Faith; but-by Gods everlaſting purpoſe ecng_ 
cerning each of us ; by virtue whereof Chriſt being alive at the - 


heart, the violation of all his engagements to them, by uſp 
ing over them as over others, made no difference in hiseffate 
towards God. Whoſoever writ this, I think Tam duly infogm- 


ed, that himſelf cauſed it to bee publiſhed, But Iam cemxain,; - 
that, to the everlaſting infamie of a Chrittian Nation, if ata 


ration bee not made, it is ſuppoſed to bee the ſenſe of all the 
Godly in it. And to .the ſame ieffet, my memory aſſures mc 
to have read in one of his ſpeeches; That there are at this day 
inſpirations of Gods $; irit beſides the Scriptures, though, ny t 
againſt the Scriptures, Now certainly, that which a man hath 
by virtue of the Scriptures ;- that is, of Chriſtianity; can Sy 
no means bee underſtood to bee beſideethe Scriptares, Amd* 
certainly, hee that preſumeth upon any motion of God: Spirit, 
not ſuppoſing Chriſtianity ; that is, not ſuppoſing the Scrip- 
rares ; may by the ſame reaſon preſume of his own. ſalvation; 
not {uppoſing that hee believes and lives as a Chriſtian, ' _ 

The fame is the conſequence of a Poſition, I will not fay . 
Joined ; 
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joined by any party,but notoriouſly allowed amcng us; That ju- 
ſifying Faith confiſteth in believing that a man is one of them 
that are predeſtinate, whom God ſent our Lord Chriſt to re- 
deem, and none elſe. For, how can hee think himſelf obliged 
to make good the profeſſion of a Chriſtian, who thinks himſe'f 
aſſured of all chat hee can attain to by ſo doing, not ſuppoſing 
it? Indeed it may bee ſaid, that our Antinomians and Enthuſ.. 
afts, and -other Se&s among us , (whem no conceit without 
this could have ſeduced to their ſeveral frenzies,) dothink them- 
ſelves juſtified from everlaſting, by Gods decree to ſend Chriſt 
for that purpoſe ; whereas this opinion dateth Juſtification from 
the inftant that God revealeth the ſaid decree by his Spirit; in 
which revelation they think that juſtifying Faith confiſteth. And 
certainly, there can beeno reaſon why God, receiving men in- 
to Grace, only in conſideration of Chrifts obedience, ſhould 
ſuſpend their reconcilement upon that knowledge of his purpoſe, 
which hee giveth them by Faith, For what can bee more un- 
reaſonable, than that God ſhould juſtifie a man, by revealing 
to him that hee is juſtified ? But the opinion is not the lefs de- 
ftra&ive to Chriftianity, becauſe itis the more unreaſonable. 


| Now it is poſſible, that the effeR of this pofition may bee ſtifled, 


and become void in ſome, by reaſon of other truths which con- 
tradi& the ſame indeed, and yetare believed by .them, not ſee- 
ing the conſequence of their own perſwaſions. But thofe who, 
beſides this poſition; do pertinaciouſly hold abſolnte predeſti- 
nation to Glory, thoſe,l maintain,are jn an errour deſtruftive to 
Chriſtianity, that ts, in an Herefe. And therefore this De- 
&rine being ſuch, it is no way enough, that it is no way injoin- 
ed to bee taught. but it is requifice that it bee diſclaimed, by 
thoſe that pretend to recover the Unity of a Viſible Church. 
For there can bee no Church, where any thing deftruftive to 
Chriſtianity, which the being of the Church ſuppoſeth, is nc» 
tortouſly allowed to bee taught. 

Now, between theſe two points of our differences, Iam to 
obſerve a vaſt difference. For, this latter isneceflary for all 
Chriſtians to know ; as being the principle of. all thoſe ations, 
which, being juſt for the mater of them, muſt render the men 
acceptable to God in order to life everlaſting. And therefore, 


hee that thinketh hee can bee regenerate, or juſtified, or the 
child 
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(232) —_ | 
child of God, or indowed with Gods Spirit, not ſuppoſing 
that hee undertakes and performs the profeſſion of a Chriftian,, 
renounces the Article of his Creed, concerning one baptiſme-ts 
remiſſion of ſins. But the being of Gods Viſible Church conliſt= 
eth in that Unity , which ariſeth upon the agreement of. all 
Chriſtians, to hold Communion in the vifible Offices of Gods 


ſervice. And therefore, though it bee an Article ot our Creed, 


to believe one Catbolick, Church ; yet can it not concern thefal 
vation of every particular Chriſtian, to underſtand thenaturx of 
that Soctety or Corporation, which the bond of this Unity create. 
eth. Nay, even they who are beſt ſeen jn-that Government, 
by which this Unity ispreſerved, may di fail in comprehe-1d- 
ing the reaſon thereof, by refleting their diſcourſe upon it, # In 
the mean time, it is neceſlary for all that believe their Crged, 
tothink themſelves tied by this Article, to maintain the (icy 
of che Church, according to their eſtate ; That is, for every 
ones part, not to bee acceſſory to any Schiſme that diflolyeth 
it, And therefore, to deny the crime of Schiſme is to deny. 
this Article. Ba 
The conſequence of this obſervation will bee the difference 
which the Church .hath reaſon to uſe, in reconciling parties at 
diſtance from it, to the Unity thereof; accotding to the differ- 
ence of thoſe pretenſes upon which they are at diftance. For, 
thoſe who have only diſputed againſt the being of the Church, 
apon miſunderſtanding the right of Secular Power, which: they 
think the being of the Church inconſiſtent with, ſhall bee ſuff- 
ciently reunited to the Church, by conforming to the Law by 
which the Church is, and was, and may bee eſtabliſhed. For, 
that there ought to bee proviſion againſt ſuch diſputes for the tu- 
ture, it concerns nctme to give warning. Only, where will- 
fullneſs hath proceeded fo far in maintaining a falſe poſition, 
as to make no bones of denying Chriſtianity, and teaching A- 
theiſm, (by obliging to renounce Chriſt, if the Sovereign com- 
mand it) it concerneth the- Chriſtianity of the Nation to fee re- 
Faration made. ws 
But, where the Heretical poſitions mentioned afore have no- 
toriouſly been maintained ; eſpecially, where Congregations 
have been framed, and uſed, for the exerciſe of Relizion, up- 
on pretenſe of them ; there will it bee abſolutely neceſſarie, that 
they 
me 
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(233) 
they bee expreſly renounced and diſclaimed, either by perſons in 
particular,or in Body by Congregations. To this head I reduce all 
Anabaptiſts and Congregations of Anabaptiſts ; Thoſe of the fifth 
Monarchy,and Congregations of the fifth Monarchy ; ®zakers,and 
Congregations of @akers.Nay,all Independent Congregations,in 
my opinion,ought to bee reduced under this meaſure. Net onl 
becauſe their profeſſion is grounded ufon the denial of ore viſible 
Church , But, becauſe they ſuppoſe themſelves children of God, 
and indowed with hÞ& Spirit, before they bee members of 
Gods Church ; That is, ſetting aſide their Baptiſm, and the 
Covenant which is ſolemnly ina&ted by it, between God and 
each ſoul, And, though I do refer my ſe'f to the wiſdom of 
Superiors, in what form this reconciliation bee ſolemnized 
yer, I muſt expreſs my opinion thus far, that there can bee none 
ſo fit, as that which the wiſdom of the Catholick Church, 
from the beginning,hath alwaies frequented : By granting them 
the bleſſing of the Church, with Impolition of hands, renoun- 
cing for their part their ſeveral Se&s and Errors ; That is, by 
the praiers of the Church, tor the Spirit of God, to reſt upon 
them, who have barred their baptiſm from giving it, by oppo= 
ſing the peace of the Church, which now they retire unto. For 
how ſhall the Unity of the Church bee ſecured, but by declar- 
ing them who violate the ſame accurſed of God ? 

Nor let it bee thought, that, our SeCtaries of their own accord 


retiring themſelves unto the Communion of this Church, it |, 


will bee requiſite for the Church to admit them, without taking 
notice of any thing that hath paſſed. For, neither is it to bee 
preſumed, that they, who have made their own wills their Law 
for ſo many years, will ſo much as profeſs conformiti2 to the 
Rule of the Church ; And, it they did profe(s it, there is no 
reaſon to think that they ſhould ſtand to it ; having a difpenſa- 
tion dormant, of the Spirit, to ſtand to their profeſſion, as the 
intereſt of their fa&ion ſhall require. So, their coming to 
Church would bee only an advantage for them to infeft others. 
And how ſhould that Communion bee counted a Church, 
which intertains Hereticks as Hereticks, and Schiſmaticks as 
Schiſmaticks ; that is, without renouncing poſitions deftruZtive 
to the Faith ; without obliging themſelves for the future,-to 
hold Unity with the Church ? Certainly there isno jutt anſwer 
for this, if the Church of Rome ſhould obj=& ir, for the 
H h rea- 
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reaſon why they refuſe to hold communion with us. Cer= 
rainly St. Augu{tine, when hee was charged by the Donatiſts, 
that the Church received their Apoftates without rebaptizing 
them, and in their reſpetive Orders, could have had no 
anſwer, if he had not had this ; That the Chyrch received 
them not as Donatiſts, but as converted from being Donatiſts , 
they not refuſing to profeſs fo much. MW | 

Certainly ir may bee, and perhaps is juſtifiable for the Secu- 


lar Power, to grant themthe exercite of their Religion, in pri- 


vate places of their own providing, under ſuch moderate pe- 
nalties, as the diſobeying of the Laws of a mans Country might 
require. For, perſecution to death for that cauſe, the whole 
Reformation condemneth in the Church of Rome; And Þ con- 
ceive there 15 no reaſon for that, which will not condemn per- 
&cution to baniſhment. But this would require the like mo- 
deration.to bee extended to Recuſants of the Church of Rowe, 
True it is,*in mine opinion, thoſe Papiſts that think themſelves 
tied by the Buli-of Pizs V, againſt Queen Elizabeth , or, that 
they may bee tied by the hke As of his Succeffors againſt hers; 
arc juſtly liable to the utmoſt of penaltics,as profefled enemies to 
their Country, But, befides that it is manifeſt, that all Papifts are 
not of that opinion, which the ſaid Bzll preſuppoſeth ; The State 
may eaſter be ſecured of Pax iſts,againR all ſuch power in thePope, 
then of our Series, againſt that diſpenſation to their Allegiance, 
which the pretenſe of Geds Spirit may import when they pleaſe. 

And whereas it is manifeſt, that many Pajiſts hold againft 
thoſe equivacations and reſervaticns, which deſtroy all conf» 
dence of the Sovereign in his Subjetts allegiance; Hew fhuil a 
State bee ſecured againſt that mfamous falſchood of the late U= 
ſurfer, inany min that pretends Gods Spirit upon his terms, 
which I mcntioned afore? Befides, the Reeuſants, being for tne 
moſt 2:7, cfthe goud Families of the Nation, will take it for a 
part of their Nobility, freely to profeſs themſelves in their Relic i- 
© on, it they underſtand themſelves ; whereas the SeRaries, being 
peopic of mcan qualitie, for the moſt part, cannot bee preſumed 
to ſton upcn heir reputationſo much. So, if they cannot bee 
tokrared in the exerciſe of their Religion, it muſt beeproviced, 
upon what terms they may bee received by the Church, And 
by chat which hath: been faid, it may appear what my opinion 
Will require of the Pre:byterians, for the conditfon of on 
cling 
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(235) 
ciling our ſelves into one Church again; Namely, in the firit 
place, their ſubmiſſion to the A, or Decree, or Order, ac- 
cording to which the Sefaries ought to bee tied to renounce 
the damnable poſitions which they have notorioufly ſet on foot. 
For, it they ſhould refuſe this, what reaſon could bee alleged, 
why thzy ſhould bee counted Strangers to that infetion, which 
they will not exclude? As for the other Article of the Creed, 
concerning one Viſible Church, it is evident that they cannot be- 
long to that Church, ſuppolingthe Premiſes. For ic is evident, 
tha: there was a time, when the whole Church was governed 
by Biſbops ; and that not againſt Gods Law, for then there had 
remained no Church. And therefore, for. them to break the' 
Unity of the Church, upon pretenſe of governing this Church 
by Presbyters,- is to break Unity, unleſs a part may give Law 
to the whole ; which who ſo do, are for ſo doing Schiſmaticke, 
And the Church of Rome would have due cauſe to caſt us off 
for Schiſmaticks, if wee ſhould admit this pretenſe. But this 
isa point, the knowledg whereof cannot belong to the ſubſtance 
of Chriſtianity, for the reaſon alleged before. And therefore, 


I do not think the Church tied toexat the expreſs profeſſion of | 


it, or the diſclaiming of the error that is oppoſite to it. On the 
other fide, the Church, maintaining the Ordinations of Presby= 
ters alone to bee meer nullicies in themſelves, can never own 
their Ordinations, without renouncing the Catholick Church 
yet may it conſent in the perſons, upon their conſent to the or- 
der, which ſhall bee eſtabliſhed for the future. And indeed, 
what can they challenge by the meer conſent of certain Presby= 
ters, which the Miniſters of Congregations may not pretend 
to, by the conſent of their reſpe&ive Congregations ? And yet, 
I ſuppoſe, both parties are agreed, not to own them in that 
Power which the celebration of the Excharit importeth ? Lec 
any man, that is capable to judge of fuch maters, think upon 
the madneſs of the Lancaſhire Prebycerians without prejudice ; 
Of whom I am duly informed, that they cauſed thoſe, who 
were ordained only Deacons in the Church of England, todo 
the office of Presbyters (which they had no title to) in celebrat- 
ing th2 Excharift ; And tell me what reaſon there can bee, ex- 
cluding the Ordinations of the Congregations, to admit the 
uſurpations of the Presbyterians. As for the formand ſolemni- 


ty, in which the conſent of the Church to thei: Ordinations 
| Hh 2 ſhall 
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ſhall bee celebrateed, therein I refer my ſelf to the wiſdom of 1 
Superiors; Thinking it would bee a great impertinence'in the + _ 
Presbyterians, if, finding a neceſſity of ſubmitting thoſe whomg *.. 
they have already promoted, to the judyment of the Church!? ie 
for the condition upon which they are to Miniſter ;(which,withs 
out dct Þt, is the principal) they ſhould infitt upon the acceſſes |. . 
rie, which is the form, and ſolemnity, by which the power is 6 ÞK 
vitbly conveyed. And thus I think the {econd great difficuls '\ #® 
ty, concerning their Ordinations, may bee compoſed. ; 2 
Now, ſuppoſing theſe great difficulties ſer aiide ; the compos 
ſing of our firſt differences, about the Order of Biſhops, and: / 
the Service, cannot ſeem difficult, if the parties bee content to 
give up their ingagements, to the advantage, which the Chri- ! ' 
{tianity of the Nation may have by it. For, what reaſcnable | 'Þ 
Chriſtian can think much to acknowledg, that, by reaſon of |} | 
thoſe partialities, which at length have produced this Schiſme, ' + *? 
the Eccleſiaſtical Laws of the Land are capable of ns F . | 
in thoſe two points ? On the other fide, doth not dear experis þ. 
ence tell all parts, that the change of them by force, though ix * 
muit bee called Reformation, if the Law of the Land call it | 
{o, yet, is nut likely to bee that which it is called ? Beſides; - 
conſider the kindneſs which his Majeſties return , and Gods # 
goodneſs, that hath over-ruled mens hearts in it, hath bred in; 2 
all parties conſenting to it, For, can wee have this before us, | L 
and not hope that it will bee enough to ſubdue all prejudice: | 
and ariimoſities, to the intereſt of our common Chrtſttanity! | 
Had the peace of the Church never been queſtioned, it mights/ 
bee charity in a diſcr<2t Chriſtian, not to call it into queſtion, * 
by propoſing what might +bee amended ; becauſe the hope of 
amendment might not countervail the danger of that peace.. 
But, now that Unity is not to bee had, without ſetling of a-'Y 
gr-ement 1n maters of differcnce ; to propoſe what may: |! 
ſeem beft for the Communitie of Gods Church, m the; 
cure of our breaches, 15 not to give offenſe, but-to take it away?:)* | 
I will therefore premiſe here one conſideration, which I 'mcat': 6 
to aſſume for a ſuppoſition, to ground that which I ſhall propoſe * 
to this purpoſe. It ſhall centain that which I obſerve in the New. ; 
Teſtament, andthe primitive praftice of Gods Church pointings! Y 
out the meaning of it, concerning the difference between the : 
Ulcrgy ang People in all Churches, and the ground of it. For, ! 
though. 
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though the ediCt of our Lord in the Goſpel bee peremptory, 
that,who ſo forſaketh not all things, cannot bee my Diſciple ; that 
is a Chriſtian; (For, they who were other whiles called Piſcz. 
ples, were called Chriſtians at Antiochia,as wee read in the Adis, ) 
yet common reaſon evinceth, that all Diſciples profeſſed not to 
forſake the World, (which wee all profeſs to forſake at our Bap- 
tiſme) according tothe ſamerate. For, wee ſee by the Goſpe), 
that the voluntary oblations cf thoſe who followed our Lord, 
miniſtring to him, made a ftock of money, which Fas was 
truſted with, for charitie to the poor, after that his followers 
were provided for. But, itis againſt the evidence of common 
ſenſe to imagine, that all thoſe who profeſſed to follow Chriſt, 
and to bee his Diſciples,” were Sane 6 for out of this Stock. 
It i3 true, our Lord promiſeth in the Goſpel, that whoſoever 
ſhall forſake kindred, or wite, or houſe, or goods, for the Goſ- 
pel, ſhall receive an hundred fold here, and in the World to 
come lite everlaſting. A thing viſibly fullfilled in the primitive 
ſtate of the Church; when, whoſoever was perſecuted for 
Chriſtianity, all Chriſtians acknowledged themſelves bound to 
provide for his ſupport. Neither can it bee faid, how S. Pauls 
ſaying; that godlineſi hath the promiſes of this life and of that 
which is to come ; could bee otherwiſe fullfilled ; when thoſe who 
had wndertaken Chriſts Croſs were ſubje& to powers, that 
did, or might perſecute Chriſtianity at their pleaſure. Bur, 
though all Chriſtians, in caſe of perſecution , are bound by 
their Baptiſme*, to leave all they have, that they may catry 
Chriſts Croſs after him ; Yet it was ſomething more that S. Pe- 
ter meant when hee ſaid ; Lord wee have left all to f:llow thee; 
what (hall wee have For, though a Net and a Fiſher-boat were 
no great thing to leave ; yet, ſo firm a faithas to forfake a 
mans whole courſe of living, caſting himſelf upon the word of 
Chriſt for his very being, whether here or in the Wor'd to 
come, is ſutable to the promiſe that follows,of f:tmg xpon XII. 
Thrones to judge the XII, Tribes of Wrae), The Chriftians of Fc- 
rſalem , who parted with: their Eſtates , that the Diſciples 
might bee maintained in their daily attendance upon Godser- 
vice, cannot bee ſaid to have obtained thereby any common 
rank in the Church, But it muſt be ſaid, that,quitting their tor- 
mer courſe and ſtate of living, by quitting the means of maintain- 
ins it, they became from thencetorth, either of the Clergy, _ 
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the poor which were always maintained our. of the ſtock of #'1c 


Church. For, by S.Pauls inſtruftions to Timothy, 1 Tim. Veit 
appeareth, that choſe Widows, which were imployed ayd maln- 
tained by the Church for the commcn neceſſities of &, wereto 
be taken out of ſuch as were deſtitute of means to live otherwile. 

Herewith agrecth an infinite number of examples in -the 'pti= 
mitive Church, of Godly Biſhops, Prieſts, and others of rhe 
Clergy, who, taking upon them ſuch profeſtiong , deveſt,d 
themſelves of their worldly goods; whether applying them ;:0 
the property, or only to the uſe of the Church , as reſerviag 
themſelves power to diſpoſe of them, in favour of friends. pr 


kindred, at their death. And, from the ſame reaſon and 


ground proceed all the Canons, whereby it was provided, that 
they ſhould not difpoſe of the Church goods to ſuch uſes, at 
death; but of their own, well and good. For, whatſogrer 
their eſtates were, though they renounced them nor, yet, it Ye 
came neceſlary tor them to live as others of the Clergy liv?! ; 
who were generally; poor when they were promoted, and theye= 
fore profefled to-content themſelves with meer neceſlaries,bec uſe 
the Church goods, of which they lived, were due to the main 
tenance of the poor, as well as of the Clergy. From whe 

wee may ſee, what truth thereis in thoſe ſayings of the Fathigs, 
which make the precepts of our Lord, in his Sermon upon't\e 
mount, maters of Counſel. For, if all Chriſtians bee to leaye 
all things that they may follow Chritt, it is certain that they are 
commanded, and not only adviſed, to twrn the other cheek,, t3 
uit a mans Cout to bim that takes away his Cloak, to undergo 
the reſt of thoſe precepts, whereby our Lord deſcribeth the du :y 
of a Chriſtian 3 provided they bee ſo underſtood, as the mam- 
tenance of a mans eſtate in the World , and the obligaticns 


which it inferreth, even by virtue of that Chriſtianity which * 


alloweth the ſame, will require. Burt, if there bee anothgr 
eſtate in the Church, of Diſciples which profeſs to _— Chr. i, 
leaving th: imployment of the world for that purpoſe ; ajid 
therefore, to forbear the pleaſures and profits thereof accordir, 7- 
ly; That ftrit Rate and that high degree, in which they pz >= 
teſs to Jeave the world to follow Chriſt, muſt needs bee myer 
mater of Counſel ; becauſe no man is commanded to under- 
take that eſtate, but "invited to it, for the ſecuring of his Sa/- 
vation, who knows hee may be ſaved without it, Wherebyc 

appears, 
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appear, that this eſtate j ts a : nof abſtinence from 
ride, the revenge, the luſts and pleaſures of the world, as 
well as from the riches of it ; as well of the humility, the pa- 
tience, the continence, the meeknels and obedience of our Lord, 
as of the mean eſtate in which hee lived ; But that, for the 
means to compaſs this end, it -imports firſt, a profeſſion of re- 
nouncing the rank 8 eſtate which every man holds in the world : 
and of dedicating himſelf to the ſervice of the Church, and that 

imployment which tends to the common good of Chrittians. 
L it ſhould bee inferred from hence, that the ſtate of the 
Clergy, importing the forſaking of the World, at this extraor- 


. nary Rate, muſt therefore import the profethon of fingle life, as 


ſome of the Church of Rome would have it ; The anſwer is, 
that it will not follow. Andthe inſtance is peremptory ; That 
the Apoſtles themſelves, who thus left the world, did not pro- 
fels it. And if, by undertaking the Clergy, a man was not 
obliged to renounce his goods ; As appears by thoſe Canons 
which mable the Clergy to — of them at death ; much lefs 
doth that eſtate import a profeſl: 

difficult to perform, then to live as a Clergy man upon the 
Church goods. For, it is poſſible for them who have wives, 
to live as if they had them not, according to S. Paul; No other- 
wiſe, then it is poſſible for them who have the diſpeniing of 
Church goods, to uſe themas if they uſed them not. The rea- 


fon of ſingle life for the Clergy is firmly grounded, by the Fa» 


thers and Canons of the Church, upon the precept of S. Pad, 
forbidding man and wife to part, unleſs for a time, to attend 
upon Prayer, For, Prieſts and Deacons being continually ro 
attend upon occafions of c2l:brating the Excharift, which ought 
continually to be frequented;if cthers bee to abſtain trom the uſe 
of Marriage for a time;tor that purpcſe, th:nthey always, And 
this is the reaſon, that prevailed fo far,even in the primitive cimes, 
that the inftances which are produced to rhe contrary, during 
thoſe times, ſeem to argue nv more then diſpenſation ina Rule, 
which had the force ofa Law,when an excertion tcok not place; 
That is, when thoſe that were thought neceſſary for the ſervice 
of the Church, thought not fir to rye them{lves to live fingle. 
But this profeſhon was evidently the ground for that diſci- 
plin:, which was uſed all over the Church, in breeding youth 


fror”. - er years, to ſuch a tric courſe of life, as only _—_ 
| cuſtom 


on of ſingle life ; being more 
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(240) *tþ 
cuſtom is able to render agreeable to mans nature. And to tF;3 
education and diſcipline, all the authority and credit of tr: 
Clergy over the people isto bee imputed ; the diſſolution wher: + 
of, is the true occaſion of the miſeries which wee have ſ *, 
For, did the people think themſelves tyed to depend upon 6: 
Clergy for their inſtructions, to admit their admonitions. a1 1 
reproofs in mater of Religion ; (that is, did the diſcipline at +1 
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education of. the Clergy maintain them .in that authority wi'Þ - 
the people) it is not poſlible, that the pride which hath beyn. 


ſeen, in ſetting up new Religions, and giving new Laws to tie 
Church, ſhould take place. Burt this authority is not'to*k; e 
preſerved, without retirement from the world ; that is, fre-n 
converſation with the People, of what ranke or degree ſoevy ;, 
whether upon pretenſe of profit or pleaſure, And theretoy'!, 
being once loſt, by the debauches of the Clergy before the R* - 


. - « « » # 
formation, it isnot to be reſtored, without reſtoring the grow. 1 


of ir, the ſaid education and diſcipline; nor, by conſequent }, 
the Reformation- to bee counted compleat otherwiſe ; Supp. 
fing always the Reformation to bee the reſtoring of that Chur:h 
which hath been, not the building of that which hath not beef. 


Theſame education and diſcipline is, by the expreſs Canons f 


the Church, the ground of that title, upon which promoti'n 
is due to the Clergy, in their reſpe&ive Churches. For, wb it 
is more againſt the Rules of the Church, then to take ſuch mn 


for Prieſts and Biſhops of ſuch Churches, asmen know not he-w- * 


they behaved themſelves in lower degrees ? Thoſe that talk: f 
the Intereſt of the People in Eccleſiaſtical promotions, witht at 
ſuppoſing this ground, doallege nothing but their own drear &, 
to bring their own dreams to pals. RE: 
Having this premiſed, I muſt needs ſay, I ſee no manner of 
inconvenience in that which the Presbyterians- pretend for, \ je 
cheif cauſe of their diſtance ; that is, the concurrence of Presk j- 
ters with their Biſhops, in Ordinations, and the Juriſdiftion of 
the Church, provided it bee ſetled in that form, which, wh 


grounded upon the Rule of the Catholick Church, may tendffo- 


reſtore and advance the common Chriſtianity. _: 
Now, I take the Rule of the Church to bee as evidently this; 
as the common Chriſtianity is evident ; that eve#zCity, we#h 
the Territorythereof,bee the feat and content of a Church.Fer., 
though ir hath been uſed with ſo much difference infeveral payts 
©” an 
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parts and times of the Church, that thoſe Countries, which 
ſome whiles, and ſome where, might have been caſt into four 
ſcore Churches, have other whiles, and elſewhere, - been caſt 
into four ; yet, theſeare but exceptions to a Rule, which, the 
Law faith, do not deſtroy, but confirm it. For, in maters 
concerning the Whole, the Unicy of the Whole, may as well 
bee preſerved by the concurrence of four, as of fourſcore. 

The Churches, (that is, according to this Rule) the Dioceſes 
of England, have been conſtituted and diſtinguiſhed upon occa- 
fion of the Sovereignties, in which, and by conſent whereof, 
the Chriſtianity of the Nation was firſt planted. Hee that con- 
ſiders with half an eye, ſhall eafily ſee, how the converſion of 
Kent, of the Ea(ty and South ,, and Weſt Saxons, of the Eaſt 
Angles and Mercians, and laſtly of Northumberland, produced 
the foundation of Engliſh Churches, For, of the Britiſh 
foundations, in the Weſt parts of the Iſ{::d, from the two 


Forthsto the Lands end, the ſame account is to bee kept ; the. 


Dominion of the Britains being for ſome time divided into 
ſeveral Sovereigntiess Hee that is conviſted of this truth, 
(which no man can bee convicted of, but hee that confidereth 
the caſe ; But, who ſo confidereth the caſe, muſt needs ſtand 
convict of it) will cafily grant me, that when the Monarchy pre- 
vailed, and England came to bee divided into Counties, the 
General Rule of the Church would have required another 


courſe to have been obſerved, For, had the Head Town of 


every County been made the Seat of a Church containing that 
County, no man, that ſurveys the diviſion of the Kumi Em- 
pir- into Churches (made without the ſecular Power. as before 
C-ntanine ) wiil deny; That , the divifion fo made wonld 
h2vz been more correſpondent to the primitive forme, tending 
to the Unity of the Whole. 

Bur, ie: no man think, that, for the love of ſuch a corre- 
ſondence, I have any itch to call in queſtion the Unity of the 
Whole. The alteration is great, and muſt needs produce a 
great motion, to ingraffe it into the Laws of the Kingdom. 
And therefore, I amnot of opinion to change the Law for hope 
of am:ndment, with ſo. much appearance of danger, to the 
being of the Whole. ButI am of opinion, that it would bee 
eaſt? to erect Presbyteries; that is, Colleges of Presbyters, in 
all Shire Towns which have no Cathedral Churches ; for hs 

Ii Eccle- 
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Eccleſiaſtical Government of the reſpeftive Counties, with, and 
under the Biſhops; And that ſo, the Rule of the Church 
would bee ſet on- work, to the beſt effe&t and purpoſe. For, 
' thoſe Towns have commonly Churches altogether ' unprovided 
of means, through the horrible facrileges that have paſſed, 
and yet, in common reaſon, (agreeing with the wiſdom of 
Gods Spirit, from whence the Rule of Epiſcopacy ifſued) ought 


to bee Nurſeries of Chriſtianity to the reſpe&ive Counties.” * 


And that intent cannot ſo well bee brought to effeft, as by plant. 
ing the wiſeſt, and thoſe that have moſt of the Clergy in their 
lives, in tK&moſt eminent places, with authority next to the 
Chief, over their reſpe&ive bounds. By the miniſtery of ſuch 
perſons, the Offices of Gods ſervice might ſo bee pertormed jn 
the chief places.as might be a patern for their Country Churches - 
to follow. Theſe Presbyters might grow up, by education, in - 
that diſcipline of the Clergy, which I have recommended upon 
the experience of the whole Church. They might live a Colle. 
giate life in common, exerciling a care and inſpe&tion over In- 
feriours ; together with the charge of inſtruting, or ſeeing 
them inſtructed in the Scriptures, The Canon of the whole 
Church, confining all degrees of the Clergy to their refpeCtive 
Churches, might bee revived by their means ; The ſuperſeding 
whereof, being certainly one of the irregularities of. the Papa- 
cy, hath conduced much to the-difſolution of Diſcipline in ghe 
Church. For, in conſcience, how: can hee that is hr ns 
any Church, give account of himſelf to another, to Wich the 
firit is not ſubordinate ? And therefore, though the Pre:byErics 
which I propoſe beenot Churches, yet may they take account of 
their reſpefive Clergy, and render it to. their Biſhops, The 
promotion of inferiom Orders, belonging unto their account, 
may proceed upon the account which they give. The cenſures 
that are requiizte to va!s in foro exterior! may paſs thzm in the firſt- 
inſtance, and frem them being tranſmitted to the Biſhop, bee 


either inacted or voided ; Always with right of appeal to the - 


Synod of the Province, in caſes of weight, and in the inter=--- 
vals thereof, to their Deputies ; To which purpoſe, and in 
which nature, the Hizh: Commiſſion ought to bee revived. For, 
as it is by no means to bee allowed, that the Biſhops negative * 


bee any way queſtioned ; So is it no way fit, that the conſent of . 


Bithop and Presbyters both bee concluded in one and the ſame 
inſtance 
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inſtance, As for thoſe Dioceſes which ate concluded within on- 
ly one County; there, I ſuppoſe, I need not ſay, that the 
Chapter of the Cathedral are by inheritance this Presbytery- 

Now, theſe Colleges of Presbyters confifting of thoſe only; 
that ſhall have run the whole courſe of their lives in the educa- 
tion and diſcipline of the Clergy ; is there any poſlible pretenſe 
of burthen upon them, if the condition of {ingle lite ſhould 
bee required, to qualifie them for their places ? For, this were 
notto tye any man to ſingle life, ſeeing who will may go torth, 
and bee provided of a Country Church ; But it were to main= 
tain che diſcipline of the Clergy, in the moſt eminent places, 
wherein, there is a courſe propoſed to them who imbrace ir, of 
ending their days in it. And the courſe of a Collegiate lite, 
which I propoſe, ſeemeth a ſufficient means and advantage to 
overcome thoſe temptations, which in theſe days, may ſeem too 
difficult for all the Clergy to undergo. 

As for the means of ſupporting theſe Presbyteries, wherein the 
Gure of all Pariſhes within the Shire Towns is provided for, 
and included ; It is no difficulty to him that conſiders with con- 
ſcience, that oricinally, the indowment of the Dioceſe was the 
Patrimony of the Mother Church ; and afterwards appropri- 
ated to Pariſh Churches, by abating the right of the Mother 
Church, upon particular contrafs, appearing to bee-for the 
good of the parts. For, if the Mother Church have abated ſo 
much of her commen right, when it was for the good of the 
Pariſhes z Is it not neceffary, that the Pariſhes now abate of 
their Rn in their reſpe&ive indowments, by Penſions to 
theſe Colleges, now they appear to bee for the good of the Dic- 
ceſe? And this I am now bold to profeſs, though Superiors -do 
not go before in it, becauſe I am confident, that by this poltti- 
on, I abate nota hair of that Power which the Biſhops in Enz- 
land now uſe ; But I adde much to the ſtrifneſs of diſcipline, 
(that is, in effe&t, of Chriſtianity) by requiring all Ordinati- 
ons, all ats of Jurifdition in foro exterior, to paſs both the 
Presbyters and the Biſhop in ſeveral inſtances. And further” 
then this I extend not the opinion of a Divine to particulars; 
but leave the reſt intire to the wiſdom of Superiors. And this 
may ſerve to ſhow, that there isno cauſe why the difference on 
foot,, concerning the Government of the Church, may not ſet- 
tle into a change, conducing to the advancement of the common 
Chriſtianity, Ii 2 Which 
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Which will;hold till ſtronger in the other, concerning the 
Service, it men take their meaſures by the common intereſt of 
Chriitianity, not by their particular prejudices, For, I con- 
ecive, I may well ſuppoſe, that the SeCtaries pretenſe of praying 
by the Spirit, is content to bee buried in oblivion and filence ; 
conſidering that the exceſſes are evident, and horrible, which 
that pretenſe hath brought forth, Beſides, that no man now . 
ſtands to that dangerous poſition ; That the Offices of Gods 
ſervice are of no effeft, when they are miniftred by ſuch as are 
not in the ſtate of Grace, For, I preſume it is not, nor can 
bee ſuppoſed on any hend, that all whom the Church muſt im- 
ploy, are indowed with Gods ſpirit; that is, are in the ſtate of 
Grace. Iſuppoſe further, as not queſtioned on any hand, that 
the publick ſervice of God is to conſiſt of the praiſes ef. God, 
(by the Pſalms of Dart, and other Hymns of Gods Church) 
of the reading of the Scriptures, of the inſtruftion of Gods pec-= 
ple out of them in fine, of the Prayers of the Church, and in 
the chief. place, of the Sacrament of the Euchariſt, and thoſe 
prayers which it is to bee celebrated with. 

Some of our SeCts have been bold to pretend, that the Pfal-: : 
ter, or Pſalms of David, are impertinent to the Devotions:of 
Chriſtians; as concerning the particular condition of David, and 
compoſed with regard to it, Whereby they overthrow the 
foundation of Chriſtianity, ſtanding upon this ſuppoſition ; that 
the Old Feſtament is the figure and ſhadow of the New, and 
that Chriſt hath the key of the writings, as well as of the hoxſe 
of David, For, ſeeing Chriſt and his myſtical] Body the 
Church are all one, the meaning and intent of the Pſalms can- 
not concern Chriſt, but it muſt end in his Church. - Bur, ſee- 
ing the Church is but ſhadowed in the Pſalms, being part of the 
Old Teſtament ; I can expe&tno diſpute of the neceſſity of other 
Hymns, compoſed under Chriſtianity , in the folemnizing of 
Gods publick ſervice, And ſecing the quettion on foot concerns 
the ſetling of the form of Gods ſervice by a Lawof the King- 
dom ; there can remain no diſpute concerning the neceflity of a 
ſetled Order in reading the- Scriptures, and ufing the Pſalms 
and Hymns of the Church. Nor do I know any man, fincerely . 
profeſling the Reformation, that could which not wiſh with all. 
hi: heart, that the whole order and form to bee fetled, with the 
circumſtance of the ſame, might bee according to the primitive 


fim- 
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ſimplicity, and naked plainneſs of the antient Church , ſuppe- 
ſing the difference between the ſtate in which the Church lived 
under perſecution, and now, that, being proteCted by the ſe- 
« cular Power, itreceiveth all the World to take part in the ſer- 
W vice of God. For, what difference this will infer in the Ocder 
and Rule of Gods ſervice, to bee inafted by a Law of this 
Kingdom, :common reaſon, and the perpetual praftiſe of Gods 
Church, together with the precedents recorded in Scripture, 
'- mult bee admitted to Witnels, 

Theſe things ſuppoſed, no man doubts, that the form of ſer- 
vice now in force by the Law of this Land, may bee acknow- 
; ledged eapable of amendment, without diſparagement, either 
E tothe wiſdom of the Church, that preſcribed, or of the Nati- 
| on that inafted it, For, what poſitive Law of man is there 
that is not 2 Nay, what arrogance can it bee in a particular per= 
; ſon, (having beſtowed more conſideration upon it, then it is 
roſſible, that tho e who had the framing of it ſhould have lei- 
E ſure to do) to think that hee knows ſome particulars, in which 
it might bee mended ? For, neither doth it follow, that it is 
: better to endanger the ſpoyling of it by calling it in queſtion, 
L | then to let it reſt as it is: And that particular perſon, whoſo- 
ever hee is, that ſhould think his own opinion neceflary to bee 
followed, without compromiſing it tothe publick, would juſt- 
ly incur the mark of arrogance. Since therefore, that this is 
the time- for ſucha debate, if any change bee pretended ; and 
that the reaſons mentioned afore, are of ſufhcient conſideration 
to oblige all ſides, to prefer unity before prejudice z what re- 
mains, but that, either it bee left intire in that State wherein it 
ſtands, or that nothing bee changed, without ſufficient debate of 

reaſon upon the whole, what is fit to bee changed, what not ? 
But one thing I muſt here expreſly ſtand upon, becauſe the 
form of Gods ſervice which hath been uſurped during the 
Schiſme,. proteſteth againſt the Law in force. I acknowledge, 
thatthe whole Reformation proteſteth againſt the inſufficience 
and defeAts of the Church of Rome, in the courſe which it taketh 
for the inſtruction of Chriftian people, in the dutics of their 
Chriftianiry ; againſt the abuſes there practiſed, in celebrating 
the Euchariſt without any pretenſe of a Communion, in private. 
Maſſes : and in ſerving God in a Language which the people un- 


derſtand not. © For, theſe abuſes are a principal part cf the 
ground 
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Fround for that change, which wee juſtly maintain to bee Re. 7 
formation ; The boldneſs of thoſe that oppoſed it, being come | 


to ſuch a height, as-openly to maintain , that it concerneth not 


Chriſtian people to know, or to mind what is done at the Mats, 


(being the ordinary ſervice of God, for which they come to' 
Church, ) or what is ſaid ; But, that the intention of the 


Prieft is enough to apply the ſacrifice of Chriſt to all that are 


preſent, (which they think it dothno leſs to them that are ab- 


ſent, and rherefore leave us unſatisfied why people ſhould come - 
to Church) who need do nothing but fay their Paters and their *_ 


Aves, Theſe abuſesI do acknowledge. But, bee the World 
my witneſs, andall that know what hath paſſed, for the mater 


of Religion,in the World;was it ever proteſted,by thoſe who de- _ 


manded Reformation in the Church, that the Ezcharif# ought to 
bee celebrated but four times or twelve times in the year ? That 
by Gods Law, there ought to bee two Sermons every Sunday in 
every Church? That other Feſtivals beſide the Sunday, and 


ſer times of Faſting ought not to bee ſolemnized with the ſer. - 
vice of God ? That the Church doors ought not to bee open, -: 
but when there is preaching ? Take the primitive prafice of the . 


Church along with the Scripture, and they ſhall tell you ano- 
ther tale; that Prayer, and the praiſes of God, is the more 


principal end of Chriftian Aſſemblies, then Preaching, The. - 
reaſon is unanſwerable ; For, the one is the end, the other the +' 
means. That the celebration of the Euchariſt .is the moſt prin= 


cipal Office of Gods ſervice under Chriſtianity, is no leſs evi- 
dent, For, other Offices are common to Judaiſme ; this, con- 


fiſting moſt in Prayers, conſifts of thoſe Prayers which are pro- 


per to Chriſtianity ; that is,to thoſe cauſes wherein our Salyation 


confiſteth. And can there bee queſtion how frequent it ought - 


to bee? Shall not the praftice of the whole Church, from the 
beginning, decidethe queſtion, if any remain? The ſingle life 


of the Clergy prevailed for this end, that they might beeal-. 
ways ready to celebrate the Euchariſt ; ſay the Fathers, and the- 
Canons, which I alleged afore. It is a queſtion in Gennadins de ; 


dogmatibus Eccleſraſticis, whether every man ought to commu- 
nicate every day or not. But therefore -no queſtion, that it 
ought to bee celebrated every day, that who fo would might. 
communicate. In conſcience, would they bee bound to Preach 
every day, that are ſo much for Preaching ? After the rn 
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of the Scripture, follows the Sermon, and after that the Eucha- 
riſt ; This is the primitive order of the whole Church, at that 
folemn ſervice, when thei Euchariſt (on Faſting-days in the E- 
vening, on other days before Noon) was Celebrated. Afﬀer 
the Scriptures were read, the people were taught their duty out 


of them. A thing neceſſary and poſſible. Not that every Cu- 
rate ſhould bee bound to declame by the Glaſs; But, that hee 


ſhould bee bound to inftruftt his Pariſh out of the Scriptures 
which are read, If hee bee tyed to Preach as often as the 
Church door opens, the Church docr muſt bee ſhut; becauſe 
no fides can hold out, fo oft as Chriſtians ought to meet for Gods 
fervice. I callthe World to witneſs ; Is it not as much a work 
of lungs and tides, as an Office of Gods ſervice, which takes 
up the time of their Church Afﬀemblies ? Is not the way opened, 
by this means, to declame of publick Government in Church 


and State, to intertain the Hearers ? For alas, ſhould men con. - 


fine themſelves to that which the generality of their audience 
might edifice by, in their Chriſtianity, the Trade would bee 
obſtructed. 

For, let mee freely ſay, the undoubted truth of the common 
Chriſtianity, (which no Sermons ought to exceed, becauſe they 
pretend the edification of the generality of Chriſtians) is con- 
tained in ſo narrow a compaſs, that no eloquence (much leſs, 
the eloquence of all that maſt come into the Pulpit) can change 
the ſeaſoning and ſerving of it, ſo as to make it agreeable to 
mens palats ; without fetching in mater impertinen?, it nct de- 
ſtrukive to the common Chriſtianity. And .the jame is, for 
more peremptory reaſon, to bee ſaid of arbitrary Prayers. For,” 
the very poſture of him, that pretenderh to prefer the devotions 
of Gods people to the Altar which is above, ſtrongly imprefſeth 
upen the hearts of ſimple Chriſtians, an opinion, that thereby 
they diſcharge to God the duty which hee requirss at their 
hands. Which, if the mater of t!hoſe o_—_ be ſuch as the 
conmen Chriſtianity requires, they may do incJeed. But, it 
it be poſſible, that Rebellion, Slander, Nonſerſe ani] Blaſphe- 
Py may bee the mater of them, as well as Chriſtianity, then 
1-?r not Religion, but Superſtition which ſuch devorion? exer-= 
ciſe: Nor, can that Kingdom ſtand excuſed to God, which ſhall 
cratifi2 that licentiouſneſs, wherecf they ſee the effet before 
their eyes. All reaſon of Chriſtianity concurres with the practiſe 
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of the whole Church, to witneſs ; that the. intereſt of Chriſtia- 


nity requires the ſervice of God to bee maintained and exerciſed '- 
daily,/(yca hourly,/were it poſlible) not only by particular Chri- 
ſtians, but by Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, ſo far as the buſineſs of 
the World will give leave, and as there is means to maintain ' 


mensattendance upon it. There may come abuſe in the order, 


the form, the mater of that: which is tendred to God: for his. 


Service. But,in ſtead of reforming thoſe abuſes,to take away the 


means, the Rule, the obligation of ſuch meetings, is meerSacri-. - 
lege, in deſtroying,(under pretenſe of Reforming) Gods Church, + 
And, though I charge no ſuch deſign upon thofe who main. . 
rain the obligation of the Sabbath to conſiſt in two Sermons ; . 
yet I do maintain, it is manifeſt to common reaſon, that: the. ': 


torm which that opinion introduceth neceſſarily tends to that 
effe&t, Strange it is, that a Nation 'capable of ſenſe, inan age 
improved by learning, ſhould bee intangled with the ſuperſti- 
tion of ſo vain an imagination; that God by the ſame fourth 
Commandment, ſhould oblige both Jews to keep the Saturday, 
and Chriſtians the Sunday ; Eſpecially, no man daring to main- 
tain,. that both were, orare tyed to the ſame meaſure of reſt- 
ing. And jtherefore, though, (rather then croſs the ſtream of 
ſuch a ſuperſtition ; For, let no man think, that all ſuperſtition 
can bee ſhut out of Gods Church) there may bee reaſon to live 
conformable to the Rules which ſuch ſuperſtiticn producerh ; 


Yer, provided that the Ecclefiaftical Laws of Eng1an, agree- . 


ing with the Laws of the Whole Church, bee not abated, fo 
as to ſtick an eviden« mark of Schiſme upon the Church of Eng- 
land. For, the Law that is recommending the celebroti-nof 
the Euchariſt, upon all Sundays and Feſtival: 


I 


ing the Service to bee uſed, as wei! on Feſtivals and Fatting 


days, as upon Sundays, (betides the weet days) at the publick 
Aſſemblies of reſreftive Congregation* ; To change this Order 
for two Sermons on the Sunday alone, what i: it but to re= 
nounce the whole Church, for the love of thoſe that have divi- 


ded from the Church of Ezglazd, upon Cauſes common to it - 


with the whole Church ? | 
They that would have the Reformation of the Church to bee 
indeed, that which the I 2w of che Land call=th it, ſhould firſt 
provide a cur! £9 bee eftablitned for Law, by which,all © hri- 
ſian ſoul:, (who have equal intereſt in the common Ie) 
| ; - MILAT 
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might ſerve God in publick, all Sundays and Feſtivals. For, 
ſeeing there was a courſe in Law, before the Reformation, for 
all ſervants, as well as others, to bee at Maſs all Sundays and 
Feſtivals ; And the Church was inabled to require account of it 
at their hands; It will not bee Reformation to abrogate the a. 
buſes of the Maſs, till a courſe bee taken, thatall Chriſtians may 
frequent that, which ſhall appear to bee indeed the ſervice of 
God inſtead of the Maſs. Let no Preachers flatter themſelves 
with an opinion, that they ſhall ever make Chriſtians-ſo perfect. 
ly Jews, as to perſwade thent to dreſs no meat on the Sundays. 
If Servants mult ſtay at home to dreſs meat on Sundays, (and 
for other occaſions they muſt ſtay at home, beſides that) will not 
the way to repair that breach, bee to injoyn ſeveral Aſſemblies 
in all Pariſh Churches, upon all Sunday mornings ; that ſever- 
al Perſons, of ſeveral Eſtates and qualities, may have opportu- 
nity to attend the publick ſervice of God, at ſeveral hours of the 
ſame Sundays and Holy-days? For, though I underſtand very 
well, that this would impoſe upon the Church, (that is, upon 
my brethren of the Clergy,) a greater burthen, than an after- 
noons meal of a Sermon ; (which all men know, is furniſhed of 
the cold meat of the forenoon )-yet, it is neceſſary that the 
World ſhould bee cleared of this impoſture that reigneth ; that 
two Sermons every Sunday, is the due way of keeping the Sab. 
bath among Chriſtians, or of advancing Gods publick ſervice. 

I will not here diſpure, that the Lent-Faſt was inſtituted by 
the Apoſtles. But this I maintain to bee evident, that the Faſt 
afore the Reſurrection of Chriſt isand was as antient as the Featt 
of his Reſurre&ion ; and that more antient then the keeping of 
all Lords days in the year, being meerly the reffe&tion of that 
one, all the weeks of the year. Nor will any man, that knows 
what hee ſays, ever queſtion, that the inlarging of it to forty 
days isa juit Law,voluntarily undertaken by the Whole Church, 
not to bee condemned without the like mark ct Schiſme. For, 
fince the World is come into the Church, is there not manitett 
reaſon, that more time ſhould bee taken, tor th expiating of 
more finz, which are the fins -of more people? to prepare, as 
well the Elder, to renew their Chriſtianity by communicating 
at Eaſter; asrhe younger co bee confirmed, and come firit to the 
Communion at Eaſter, now they are baptized Initants 2 Which, 
in former agee,, was the tim? of their twit coming tro Baptiſm 
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As for the Wedneſdays and Fridays, ff wee ſhall not enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven, unlefs our Righteouſneſs exceedvhe 
Rightcoufheſs of the Scribes and Phariſees ; And, if it bee evi- 
dent, asevident it is, that the Scribes and Phariſees preſcribet 
Mundays and Thurſdays for days of Icfs ſolemn Aſſemblies then 
the Sabbath ; How ſhall wee enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
if, in deſpite of the whole Church, which hath hitherto uſed 
Wedneſdays and Fridays, in licu of Mun4ays and Thurſdays, uſed” 
by the Synagogues, wee void the Law of England by which the 
are in force ? Of the Ceremonies the fame is to bee anieticed. 
Not becauſe it can bee within the compaſs of common reaſon to - 
imagine, that the ſame Ceremonies have continued, from rhe 
time that the Church was perſecuted into holes and caves of the 
Earth, to this time, in which the queſtion is of ſerling Chriſti- 
anity by the Law of this Kingdom. It were want of common 
underſtanding to think that the ſame could ſerve. Burt, becauſe 
fo few,and ſo innocent as wee uſe, cannot bee condemned, with. 
out condemning, not only Gods whole Church, but alſo Gods 
antient people ; who will evidently bee found in the ſame caufe. 
One thing hath: been caſt forth in barre to all this, which . 
wee muſt not ſwallow whole, unleſs wee mean to impoſe upon - 
our ſelves. It is the pretenſe of complying with the Reformed 
Churches, For, it is evident, that there are four forms of Re- 
formation extant; One according to Luther, another accor- 
ding to Calvine, the third is, that of the Church of Enzland, 
and in the laſt place, (though firſt for time, becauſe leaſt known, 
and prote&ed by no Sovereign) I name that the Union in Bo-. 
bemia.For,weeare to know,that the followers of Fohn Huſſe ha- 
ving ſent Deputies to the Council of Baſil, they accorded to re= 
unite the Nation-upon fonr Articles ; The chief whereof was the 
Communion in both kinds. They that ſtood' to the accord,are to 
this day called thereiy on Ca/ixtini,or ſub utraque,in Latine. But: 
another part of thoſe that were at diſtance, thinking themſelves - 
betrayed by their Deputies in that accord, proceeded to ſettle 
themſelves in a form of Religion, and the -ſervice of God, by 
that which they held the pure truth of God, in- all points that 
had been diſputed. The Emperour Ferdinand I: King of Bohta 
mia, having ſubdued his ſubjeQs there, that roſe with the Pro- }. - 
.teſtants in Germany, caſt a good part of theſe out of the Coun- 
try ; who, finding ſhelter in Polonia, and Pruſſia, there plpes 
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and propagated their form, till the troubles of our time ; | 

by the Emperours vi&ory in Bohemia, and the late troubles in 
Poland, they ſeem to bee at a low ebbe, though they impure it 
to the decay of their firſt diſcipline, 

They that would reform the Church of Eng/aud, profeſſing 
already that Reformation which ir found beſt, will they not firft 
ſhow us reaſon, why wee are to leave Luthcr for Catvine ? For, 
if they meanhis form, when they talk of conforming us to the 
reformed Churches, becauſe of the Scots Presbyteries, they muſt 
have better arguments, then cither the learning or the Chriſtia- 
nity of the Scottiſh Presbyterians will yield, to perſwade us, 
They ſay, thoſe that framed the Reformation in England, being 
bred under Melan@hon among the Lutherans , followed them 
much an end inthe order and form which they preſcribed. Bur 
is that any reaſon for any change, before it appear which is in 
the right ? I freely profeſs I find Melan#hon the better learned, 
and the more Chriſtian ſpirit. But the Church of England, 
which indivers points differerh from both, why ſhould it bee 
thought to follow either, for any reaſon, but, as either agrees 
with the Catholick Church ? And for that I prefer the Unity of 
Bohemia before both ; For, they had the rule of Vincentius given 


them, to take their meaſure by the conſent of the Catholick 


Church, and thoſe things which have always and every where 
been profeſſed and praftiſed in it.; And, had:they done nothing 
but what is juſtifiable by that Rule, I ſhould notblame them for 
that which 1 blame in them moſt, Bur where they agreenot 
with Luther and Calvine, wherein do they not agree with the 
Church of England ? 

In particular, they ſent all over the World, to inform them- 
ſelves of a viſible ſucceſſion of Biſhops, whoſe profeſſion was ſuch, 
that they might derive the Ordination of Biſhops, for their 
Churches, from their hands. They took the ſuperſtitions of 
the Greeks to bee ſuch, that they could not own it from them. 
In that Ithink they were in the wrong. For, I doubt not, the 
Greeks would have granted them Ordination only under the 
profeſſion of the Catholick Church; and chat had been enough. 
Bur, thinking themſelves in a ſtrait of neceſlity,they choſe twelve 
by lots ; And hearing that the Waldernſes lived in Auſtria undet 
Biſhops, deriving their ſucceſſion from the time of Cnſtantine ; 
(and therefore from the — hey ſent them thither to bee 
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 Ordained, proteſting againſt their weakneſe, in going to Maſs 
for fear. The proteſtation was admitted, and the perſons or- 
dained Biſhops, Now, I take not upon me to maintain the 
truth of that information , concerning the ſucceſlion of theſe 


Biſhops, whereupon they proceeded. But, they being reaſon» 
ably per{waded of it, and not knowing how to proceed other» | 


wiſe, (through a miſtake or an exigent, which they could not 
overcome) and ſetling themſelves upon an innocent preſumpti- 
on; why ſhould the effe& of theſe Ordinations ſeem queſtion- 


able? For, under theſe Biſhops they have ſubſiſted front that * 
day to this. * 

_ And,with what conſcience is it demanded, for conformity to. 

the Reformation,. that wee acknowledge them Prieſts who are - 


ordained againſt Biſhops ? If wee do not, wee ſhall condemn 
thoſe Reformed Churchez, which have no Biſhops. Is it the 


faſhion, that a man quit his cloke, becauſe his fellow hath none ? 
Oris itany thing ele, to renounce a good Title, becauſe they | 


cannot plead it? There was a_ good expedient in the antient 


Church, to refer things to God, which could nct bee decided 


without a breach in the Church. Let their zeal againſt the a> 
buſes of the Church of Rome bee counted pardenable with God, 


which cauſed them to . think the Order of Bithops a ſupport of 


Antichriſt ; when as the Papacy is viſtbly raiſed upon the rights 
of Biſhops which it ingrofſeth. Let the difficulty of procuring 
Ordinations, and having Biſhops, render them excuſable to 


God..' Thoſe that are ordained by Precbyters againſt Biſhops, . 


on purpoſe to ſet-up Altar againſt Altar, how can wee count 
them ordained, refuſing the concurrence of the Church to thejr 
Ordinations? They that would tye us to comply with the Re... 


formation, are firſt to ſhow us, that the Unity of Bohemia is no. 


part of it ;- And, that their Reformation is not to bee prefer- 
red, either before that of Lwtver, or that of Cline, For, 
can wee acknowledge the Ordinations of Presbyters againſt 
their Biſhops, and not condemn them, that ſought all over the - 


World for Biſhops to ordain them Biſhops, that- the Biſhops fo * 


ordained might ordain them Presbyters ? | 
But, not only in this prime point: of oar difterences, but 


PF 


alſo in the difference of the Clergy from the people. in the. 


three Orders, of Biſhops, Presbyters, and Deacons, in th2 ma- 
ter of Juſtification and the Ezcharift, of Confirmation, and 
Penance 


& 
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Penance, of the Feſtivals and Faſts of the Church; and4vf dis 
vers Orders and inſtitutions of leſs conſequence, their profeſſi 
on agreeth with the antient Church, and the Church of Ent» 
land, where it departeth from both L#ther and Calrive, In 
the mater of Penance (though with much hamility) they tell 
the Lutherans roundly, they haye but one of the Keyee, viz, 
that of looſing, but bind nct ; as pronouncing abſolution 
without injoyning of Penance, The diſcipline of Geneva they 
maegnifie indeed, as they find it deſcribed by Bodire , in his 
method of Hiſtories ; But they . diſtinguiſh not , whether 
they mean the civil diſcipline, which the Laws of that State 
inforce, or that which the Power of the Keys, exerciſed there 
according to Calvine, doth conſtitute. For, the Civil Law 
of- a Chriſtian State (eſpecially , no bigger then that of Gee 
neva) may ſettle ſuch a diſcipline over the outward man, as 
may reſtrain from the outward aG of ſin, without mortifying 
the inward man to the inward love of God. The late Uſur-= 
pers Army wee have ſeen well diſciplined, againſt the ordinary 
| vices of. the Camp ; Who, appearing now to have been then 
: enemies to their Country, are thereby diſcovered not to have 
e followed the reward of Chriſtiens , but of Souldiers. And 
the Laws of Chriſtian States, by the means of Chriſtianity 
which they maintain , may reach to the mortifying of fin, 
and the quickning. of righteouſneſs at the heart ; But of them. 
ſelves, being Civil Laws, and propoſing no further reward or 
puniſhment, then that: good which a mans Country fignities, 
they reach no further then the cutward man, for the better or 
for the worſe. Nor isit of any greater conſequence to Chriſti- 
anity, that the outward a of fin or virtue 1s reprefſed or in- 
couraged, by the rewards and penalties of Civil Law-. Burt, 


*4 
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when the diſcipline of the Church takes place, hee who fortcit-- 
eth his Chriftianity by groſs fin that 1s notorious, forteiteth _ 


alſo Communion with the- Church ; and recovereth it not, 
till the preſiimption bee no leſs notorious, that hee hath re- 
covered his Chriſtianity. Now, Communion with the Church 
33 the conſequence of our Baptiſme, which intitleth us to life 
everlaſting. Therefore it is not duly forfeited , without for= 
4 teiting the effe& of Baptiſme, our right to lite everlaſting. So, 
our right to heaven depending upon the Communion of the 


Church ; the diſcipline of the Church muſt needs reach the 
| inward 


PSS Fc 


(234) 


reach the heart, which is mviſfible. For, the preſumption is 


ftantly brought forth. Whether or no this diſcipline bee viſt- 
bleat Geneva ; T will not, pronounce. ThisI undertake, that, . 
comparing the Doftrine of Calvine with their Orders; they 


cording to his Do@tine, in compariſon of the ſame exerciſed - 

according to their own Orders. So that ſuppoſing, not grant- 

ing, that the Laws of the Church of England, (being the Laws 
of the primitive Catholick Church) are to bee' changed for 


Churches reformed according to Caluvine, Certainly, the re- 
ceiving of the Communion kneeling having been one of the 
Orders of their Reformation from the beginning, and ſo ſtifly 
inſiſted upon by them in Poland , they that pretend to change 


Reformation, think they have not men but beaſts to deal with.” 


cipline of Penance, which was in force in the primitive Church. 
And certainly, the Church of England is oF: the Church of 
England but in Name, till the power of*Excommunication. 
bee reſtored unto it, which there was not, nor ever can bee 
ſufficient cauſe totake from any Church. But, the diſcipline 
of Penance, though depending upon the Power of Excommus- 
nication, is as much to bee preferred before it, as it is more 
deſirable to bring men to the Church, then to ſhut them out . 
of it, If prejudice and fa&tion have not more to do in the 
pretenſes of this time , then the truth of Chriſtianity, and 
zeal to advance it it 1s a point that cannot bee negle&ed in 
any deliberation of Reforming the Church. I cannot render 
a more vilible reaſon, why ſo godly a zeal, in thoſe that firſt 
preſcribed our Reformation, to the reſtoring of Penance, 
hath not been improved by their ſucceſſors ; then the partiali= 
ties which ſprung up in it like tares in the wheat, and have 
now prevailed to choke even the power of Excommynication, 
wherein the being of a Church conſiſteth, And though many 


inward. man as effeftually, as any outward application can 


| grounded upon viſible works of Penance ; the effe&s of that | 
inviſible diſpoſition ; without which they could not bee con» . 


need not ſet a value npon the Power of the Keys exerciſed ac- 


conformity with the Reformed Churches; it fglloweth not .. 
 *therefore, that they are to bee changed, for thoſe of- the 


the Law of En2land. in that point, for conformity with the - 


The Church of England, in the Commination againſt ſinner#, : 
hath declared a great zeal for the renewing of that antient diſ-- ' 


{innes 
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finnes of this Nation may bee alleged, for the cauſe why God 
hath taken this ſharp revenge upon us; yet can.no reaſon bee 
ſo proper, why hee ſhould permit the hedge of the Church to 
bee caſt down, (for all Se&s to devour, and tread his Vine- 
yard under foot) by ſuffering the power of Excommunication 
to bee taken from it ; as the negle& of improving it, in and 
to the diſcipline of Penance. True it is, not only all capital, 
but all infamous crimes, whereof men are convidted by Law, 
are thereby notorious, and require this diſcipline, no lefs then 
thoſe which the Law of this Land puniſheth not otherwiſe 
then by Pm _ wil O_ did make a _ 
among thoſe that dye ick Juſtice ; owning only thoſe, 
who. approve their deſire to ——_ regular N—_—_ incaſe 
they might ſurvive ; then were this diſcipline viſible, no 
vitible crime eſcaping it. For, all capitall and infamous 
crimes, that are not aCtually puniſhed with death , muſt by 
that reaſon remain unreconciled to the Church; though free 
of the Law; till Penance bee done. And ſeeing crimes that 
are not known cannor bee cured upon eafier terms then thoſe 
that are; would not .the judgement of the Law, authorizing 
the Church in the cure of known fins, move even them that 
believe their Chriſtianity, no further then it is authorized 


: by Law, to ſubmit inviſible finnes to the ſame cure ? For, 


what 1s it ,. but the {lighting of this cure, that makes mens 
fines feſter and rankle inwardly, and break out into greater 
and greater exceſſes ? And therefore, to debate of Ceremonies, 
and words in the ſervice, and May-poles, and Sabbath days 
journeyes, not confidering the Power of the Keyes, upon 
which the Church is founded, and the reſtoring of the ſame ; 
is to negle&t a conſumption at the heart; pretending only to 
cure the hair, or the nails. 

Now if any of our Se&s infiſt upon a pretenſe that de- 
ſerves to bee inſiſted upon, far bee it from us to caſt off the 
conſideration of it , becauſe they have unduely ſeparated 
from the Church for it. Our An4baptiſts, it is known, in- 
fiſt upon two points z The baptizing of Infants ; and that, 
by ſprinkling, not by dipping. In both, they have negleCt- 
ed St. Peters Do&rine ; That Baptiſme ſaveth us, not the lay- 


ing aſide of the filrh of our fleſh, but the anſwer ef 4 good con*. 


ſcience to God, For, were the profeſſion of Chriſtianity, ce- 
lebrated 
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kebrated by the Sacrament of Baptiſme, believed to bee that 
which faveth us, men would not go to baptize them, as not * 
baptized, who by their profeſſion (which they acknowledge 
by ſeeking the Communion of the Church) are under that , 
bond , which intitleth them to the Salvation of Chriſtians. FP 
Nor can there bee any greater preſumption, then the voiding 3 
of Baptiſme ſo celebrated , that they expex Salvation upon 

other terms. But", in making void Baptiſme miniftred by k 
ſprinkling alone, without dipping , they _negle& St. Perer 
again ; when hee maketh the Baptiſme that ſaveth not to con= | 
ſiſt in cleanſing .the fleſh, but in a due profellion of Chriftiani= © * 
ty; ſignifying this to bee the principal , that onely the ac= 


cefſory Ceremony, which it isſolemnized with, And there-. 
fore, they are to acknowledge this difference , by acknows [ 
ledging Baptiſme ſo miniſtred to bee good and valid , not 1 


void. But, this being acknowledged, w?ll may they inſiſt, 
that it is unduely miniſtred. For it is evident, that, neither 
the Scripture, nor the praiſe of the whole Church, can by 
any means allow the ſprinkling of water for Baptiſme; }. 
though the pouring on of water, in caſe of neceſſity, bee 
allowed, Nor doth the Law of the Church of England al. 
low any more then poxring water #pon a Child that # weak, 
commanding therefore 4ipping otherwiſe. And therefore 
this Law, being much weakned by the tenderneſs of Mothers 
and Friends, (ſuppoſing all Intamts weak, which che Law 
tuppoſeth nor ) and by undue zeal for Forreizn Fathions, . 
ought to bee revived and brought Into uſe by <1: Ordijnaries, 
that there may remain no colour for ſich an offenſe, "And 
therefore, reparation Ito bee made for the ſacrilege of the 
late Wars, in deſtroying the Fants of Bavilime in Churches, 
and bringing In Chriſtening out of Eafins by force. gp 
| canmotfay that 1 have touched all that i: fiz to bee touched, 
But I hope | have faid nothing, but that which falloweth upon 
the ground, which I have juſtified: That which is propoſed, 
and is not { juſtiaed, ſeems to demand the canfent of thoſe. * 
whopropeſe it, as able tohold the Church divided, if they bee 
rot contented ; But that cal}s to mind a reaſon on the other fide, - 
that men uſe ro get a Romack with catin;s, In ſock cafes, The 
due meaſure js nor the ſatictying of nizns appetites, but the 
improvement of our — Chriftianity. | 
> 6 
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Faults Eſcaped, thus Amended. 


Pas. 7, line 2, miſtakes. | Point miſtahes ® 
P. 40. 1. 32. none | read now 
?- 4.9. 1, 16. Church, | P. Church, 
?. 60.1. 36. Lawes r, Land 
P. 79. 1. 14. of the Judgement, | r. of 7#4gement, 
Pp. 84. 1. 34. Trihes r. Tribes. 
p. 90, /. 10. Prexdeftinarians, r. Predeftinatians 
I. 12, Weſt, p. Weſt. | 
P. 108, 1. 33, Biſhop ; Prieft | p. Biſþop Prieſt and Deacon , 
and Deacon, | 
Pp. 112.1, 14. Service z P. Service, 
P. 134. 1. 12. all theſe r. thoſe 
P. 143.1. 34. heperforming r. the þ. J 
P. 145.4, 15, Hierachy | r. Hierarchy 
?. 157, 1, 24. preſcribled r. preſcribed 
1. 29,30. the the Power | r. the P. 
þ. 158, 1, 6, Memoral | r. Memorial 
Þ. 173. 1. 37. Order r, Orders 
P- 179.1, 29, leave r. bear 
. 189. 1, 31. which r, with 
2.201,1, 25, Church, | p. Church, 


% 


Ah 
| JN ERSHT | 
j 


